Whenever I speak with
children and young
people across WA they
tell me that a loving and
supportive family is what

matters most to them.

Many children and young people across
Australia are affected by family separation.
Every family situation is different and while
most children and young people adjust well
to changes in their family, it can be a difficult
time for everyone involved.

In 2018 I invited WA children and young
people to share their experiences of the family
separation to talk about what worked well for
them and what could be improved.

Twelve young people took part in interviews
or wrote their story and I thank them for
speaking out. Their views provide important
insight on how we can best support children
and young people who are experiencing family
separation and reduce the negative impacts.

Colin Pettit
Commissioner for Children and Young People

Ongoing, open and respectful
communication with their parents during

and after separation. This includes:
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Being listened to by their
parents and service providers.

Keeping children informed about
any family law proceedings
and acting on their ideas
and concerns - particularly
any safety concerns.
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and young people. This included other children and young people and school
staff - peers and teachers play an important role in providing support.
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\\ w n N '|' TO Tﬂ'_k Kids Helpline is available if you would like to talk about what’s

n happening for you. Call 1800 55 1800 or visit kidshelpline.com.au
n B 0 U T I T o for information on family separation.

" The Australian Government is

~ reviewing the family law system

N in Australia and looking at where

~_improvements can be made. @

The views of WA children and

~ young people on their experiences
~ of the family law system were

~ provided to the National Law

»

 considered in this review.
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~ The Commissioner has also
- provided these views to the
- Family Court of WA. The full

(.\.\') Commissioner for Children and Young People
66\9 Western Australia
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