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Headspace Centenary Art Project 
Christ Church Grammar School 

Parents’ Association 
Headspace was a unique art project involving approximately 700 students at Christ 
Church Grammar School who literally ‘put their faces’ to high-tech artist Geoffrey Drake-
Brockman’s sculpture. The project was a centenary gift to the school from its Parents’ 
Association and was officially launched at the 2010 Nexus Senior School Art Exhibition. 

Now permanently installed at Christ Church Grammar School, Headspace is an 
interactive kinetic sculpture with four motion detectors able to sense human presence. 
A matrix of 256 motorised 
rods, which can extrude up to 
400mm, create three-
dimensional displays of the 
boys’ faces.  

The rod matrix is able to 
morph between these face-
like forms and perform 
geometric transitions that at 
times appear to show the 
boys’ faces moving between 
emotional states. 



 

 

Deciding 

The Parents’ Association decided that inviting the students to contribute in such a 
personalised way to the centenary gift would not only enhance its symbolic relevance to 
the school, but also provide a great creative opportunity for them to learn about the 
techniques and processes involved in ‘high-tech’ sculptural artwork. It was also a 
concept that would allow for participation from many students representing the Senior 
School (aged from 11 to 17 years). 

Preparing 

In preparing for the launch of this project, the Parents’ Association were keen to ensure 
that the artist selected to produce the sculpture was someone who would embrace the 
students’ involvement in the production of the work, as well as being someone with 
whom the children would enjoy working. As such, Australian artist Geoffrey Drake-
Brockman was selected.    

Geoffrey discussed with the boys ideas about what the sculpture might look like, what 
materials might be used, what type of skills would be required and how they would like 
to be involved in creating the sculpture.   

The Parents’ Association invited student participation in, and parent support for, the 
project through internal announcements and newsletter articles. 

Doing it 

The students participated in three phases: 

1. The artist Geoffrey Drake-Brockman gave lectures and presentations to 
assemblies and class groups of students. These talks generated plenty of student 
interest in participating in the project. Newsletter communication galvanised 
support from the parent community. 

2. All Senior School students were given the opportunity to have their face scanned 
by 3D scanner to allow their portrait to be incorporated into the artwork. Some 
700 boys had their faces 
scanned. The boys 
enjoyed the scanning 
process – a novel 
opportunity to record 
their faces for posterity. 
The artist encouraged 
the students to express 
themselves by 
experimenting with 
different facial 
expressions.  

A student having his face scanned 
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Construction techniques were adapted so children of 
different ages could all participate 
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3. Students and their parents were 
given the opportunity to attend 
weekend working bees in the 
school’s Design, Technology and 
Visual Arts Centre to assist with 
artwork assembly. Processes 
included riveting, screwing, 
machining and drilling. 
Approximately 40 students and 
parents came along to help out. 
The artist adapted the 
construction techniques to suit 
boys of different ages. The 
student-parent workshop 
sessions generated a sense of 
ownership for both the students 
and for the whole-of-school 
community. 

Following up 

Acknowledgement of the students’ contribution and feedback to the school community 
on the Headspace project was provided via periodic articles in the school newsletter. A 
video of the sculpture in motion is available via the news stories link on the school’s art 
website page.  

Headspace is now a permanently installed interactive kinetic sculpture at Christ Church 
Grammar School, where it can be enjoyed by the school community, prospective 
students and their families and visitors.  

http://www.ccgs.wa.edu.au/we-offer/senior-school/senior-school-curriculum/academic-learning-areas/the-arts/art/faces-of-christ-church-captured-in-headspace?searchterm=headspace
http://www.ccgs.wa.edu.au/we-offer/senior-school/senior-school-curriculum/academic-learning-areas/the-arts/art/faces-of-christ-church-captured-in-headspace?searchterm=headspace

