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The aim of the Community Arts Network Western Australia (CAN WA) 
Narrogin Seating Project was to create sculptured seats for the Aboriginal 
walk trail at Gnarojin Park in the centre of Narrogin.  

The Narrogin Seating Project is part of a larger project at Gnarojin Park by 
the local Aboriginal community working with CAN WA, funded by Lotterywest, 
the Wheatbelt Development Commission and the Town of Narrogin. The 
larger project includes the painting of a series of poles with Aboriginal designs 
and a public art sculpture of the Rainbow Serpent. With the seats completed, 
the next phase of the project will celebrate an Aboriginal women’s site 
through sculpture and digital media.  

Deciding  

To ensure young people had a sense of ongoing ownership of the Seating 
Project, it was important that they were involved from the beginning.   

Some of the participating young people were having difficulty with school 
attendance. Others were enrolled at a TAFE leadership course. The project 
provided opportunities for both groups to learn new skills that would 
contribute to their long-term learning and employment.  



 

Preparing 

The project was coordinated by CAN WA Perth central office in collaboration 
with the Narrogin office. The involvement of the Narrogin office was critical to 
the success of the project as it is staffed by local Aboriginal people who were 
able to develop relationships with other local agencies and community 
members. 

CAN WA and the artists, Jahne Rees and Toogarr Morrison, did the initial 
planning of the project, which including making sure: 

• project activities could realistically be achieved within the short timeframe 

• large numbers of young people could be involved at once 

• project activities catered to a wide age range and abilities with a balanced 
mix of physical labour as well as finer artistic work   

• there was always a mix of new and repeated activities so that participants 
with previous experience could help those who were new. 

 
In this phase, TAFE came 
on board with the project 
and agreed to accredit the 
project activities to the 
course the young people 
were taking.  

 

 

 

 

Doing it 

The project workshops ran for three weeks in May and June 2010.  
Approximately 20 people from the Narrogin Aboriginal community, including 
adults, young people and children, were involved.  

To introduce the project, participants were shown the process and images of 
similar previous projects. Formwork for the concrete seats had previously 
been made as part of another project hence the shape was pre-determined.  

Project participants were involved in designing imagery for the terrazzo seat 
tops, implementing their designs into the work, building the seat structures, 

Project activities were planned so young people of varying ages and skills 

could all participate 



 

Older participants helped and supervised the 

younger ones in some of the activities 

and installing them on the sites along Gnarojin Park. As a group, the 
participants decided where the seats should be placed within the park. 

Each project activity was demonstrated by the artists, who then provided 
practical help when needed. Activities that included the use of power tools 
were restricted to older participants. Older participants also helped and 
supervised the younger ones when required.   

Project activities included mixing and pouring concrete, cutting foam 
templates to be used as block-outs for the designs, mixing special coloured 
batches of concrete and carefully trowelling it into the designs, grinding the 
surface back, then re-grinding finer detail and filling with subsequent colour 
mixes, final grind and applying sealer. Between pouring the seats, the 
formwork also had to be stripped, cleaned and re-set.  

Some of the more technical and dangerous aspects of the work were 
conducted solely by the artists with participants observing and learning about 
these activities.  

The process itself provided a sense of achievement along the way and kept 
participants engaged. As well as developing new skills, each stage presented 
surprises once the newly cured concrete was ground back to reveal the colour 
of the stones and pigments in the mix. 

Three large concrete seats were 
produced, each with intricate and 
colourful Aboriginal designs 
integrated into smooth terrazzo 
toppings.  

The Aboriginal designs were of 
traditional Noongar culture and 
wildlife that depicted the six 
Aboriginal seasons:  Bunuru 
(February/March), Djeran 
(April/May), Makuru (June/July), 
Djilba (August/September), 
Kambarang (October/November) 
and Birak (December/January). 

Following up 

There was a great sense of pride and achievement for all participants from 
the Narrogin community. More than 300 Noongar community members from 
Narrogin and surrounding towns came along when this project, along with 
several other projects undertaken through CAN WA’s Strong Culture Strong 
Community program, was launched at a community event in June 2010. 



 

The goodwill and relationships developed through the Seating Project enabled 
CAN WA to continue working closely with the community to create 
opportunities of expression, skills development and a sense of pride and 
belonging.  

Following the Seating Project, CAN WA worked with the same core group of 
young people and artist Jahne Rees to create the rainbow serpent sculpture 
on a local creek. CAN WA also worked in partnership with the National Green 
Jobs Corp (NOWGreen) to repaint and carve wooden poles by the creek, as 
well as clear and landscape the area. This partnership helped the young 
participants of NOWGreen obtain a certificate in Conservation and Land 
Management.  

Since the Seating Project, additional CAN WA projects in the area involving 
young people include Voices of the Wheatbelt: Wheat Beats (hip-hop song 
writing and performing); Yarns of the Heart (doll-making); Brookton Stencil 
Art Heritage Trail; Narrogin Skate Park revamp (graffiti art); and the inaugural 
Narrogin Youth and Arts Festival 2012.  

Young people continue to be a strong focus for CAN WA’s 2012 and 2013 
regional programs, with ongoing workshops in hip-hop dance, song writing, 
performance and digital media taking place across the Wheatbelt. 

 

 


