
 

 

Urban Art Project   
George Jones Child Advocacy Centre 
Parkerville Children and Youth Care  

The purpose of the George Jones Child Advocacy Centre, as part of Parkerville Children 
and Youth Care, is to prevent and respond to child abuse. 
 
A range of professionals from different agencies including doctors, police, child 
protection workers, psychologists, and child and family advocates form part of a multi-
disciplinary team at the centre to achieve the above. 

Deciding  

Parkerville has a commitment to listening to the views of children and young people 
they work with. One of the 10 standards for a child advocacy centre to be accredited is: 

Child-Appropriate/Child-Friendly Facility: a comfortable, private setting that is both 
physically and psychologically safe for clients.1 

Therefore, from the initial stages of the development of the centre, Parkerville ensured 
children and young people had input into the design of the building and the interior 
artwork. The children and young people wanted bright and friendly spaces, and 
colourful murals with lots of creatures, bugs and water. 

When it came time to consider artwork for the exterior walls, again it was a priority for 
Parkerville that children and young people were involved. The aims of having artwork 

                                                        
1 Parkerville Children and Youth Care 2012, Standards of Child Advocacy Centres [website], viewed 23 January 
2012, http://www.parkerville.org.au/child-advocacy-centre/standards-of-child-advocacy-centres/ 
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on the exterior walls of the centre was to send a message to children and young people 
that the services provided were for them, and that the people who worked there 
enjoyed working with children and young people. Another aim was that the artwork 
would stand out visually and make it easier for people to find the Centre. 

Preparing 

Parkerville selected Darren Hutchens, Dan Duggan and Lawry Halden, artists who had 
experience in urban art and in working with children and young people. Parkerville was 
also familiar with the work of the artists, which further increased the likelihood of a 
successful outcome. 

Based on advice from the artists, the target group for the urban art project was young 
people 12 years of age and over. The artists recommended this age limit as a 
reasonable level of strength and agility is required for urban art spray painting. 

Most young people involved in the project were already involved with a Parkerville 
program, so Parkerville was familiar to them.  

Parkerville assigned a dedicated project manager whose role included over-seeing the 
project; liaising with the artists; recruiting, supporting and facilitating the involvement 
of the young people; and problem solving. Volunteers assisted the project manager as 
required, for example, making snacks and lunches, as well as supporting the young 
people.  

As a majority of young people were from disadvantaged backgrounds, day-to-day 
barriers arose throughout the project. To assist in overcoming some of the barriers the 
project team remained flexible with regard to the dates and times of the urban art 
sessions, provided access to clothing, food and supportive counselling, and helped the 
young people to get to the sessions.  

To help prepare the young people in the lead up to the start of the project, they were 
provided with information on the services provide by the centre, detailed instructions 
and the required safety equipment for the project. 

Doing it 

The project started with the young people attending urban art sessions with the artists 
to decide on the design of the mural. Many ideas and concepts were generated and 
discussed. At this stage, young people were also able to practice the skills of spray 
painting and they made their own individual practice spray painting boards to take 
home.  

The director of the centre attended one of the final design sessions.  In this session the 
young people were having difficulty in deciding what to leave out of the design as they 
had generated so many ideas. 



 

 

They asked the director: 

What do you want? It ’s your building! 

 The director replied: 

I  trust you to work it out, to decide amongst ourselves how  to blend 
your ideas in a way that makes sense to you and other young people.   

 

 

 

The final design decided upon by the young 
people had a dragon as a central character. 
When the director was informed of this she 
did have some concerns knowing that for 
some children and young people a dragon 
could be perceived as fierce and aggressive. 
The director however did not intervene, 
placing her trust instead with the young 
people.   

The young people worked solidly over three 
days to prepare the wall for painting. This 
preparation phase required detailed planning 
and the use of high-level technical skills, such 
as grid work, for the design to be transferred 
to the wall.   

Finally, it was time to paint and the fun 
started. Three of the professional urban 
artists worked with small groups of young people. Complex techniques are required for 
urban art and the young people readily mastered these.  Some young people took pride 
in working on a particular part of the design such as the dragon’s head or feet, the train 
or wording, whilst others worked across all areas. 

Midway through the spray painting, the chief executive officer of Parkerville visited. At 
this time, all he could see was the outline and partial painting of a huge dragon. For 
similar reasons to the director, he had some concerns. As with the director however, he 
did not intervene, respecting the ideas and judgement of the young people.  

The painting of the mural was completed in 10 days. As explained by the young people: 

“The dragon represents Parkerville Children and Youth Care, and is a strong creature 
that supports and guides children and helps the children to go on a journey of recovery 
from hurt and harm. The children are allowed to be in charge and tell the dragon how 
to help them. The dragon is called Parky.” 

Young people begin their mural 
Photo supplied: Parkerville Children & Youth Care 



 

 

Following up 

Over the two-month period of the urban art project, the number of young people 
participating varied from four to 15. Of these young people, two were girls and the rest 
boys, with ages ranging from 12 to 18 years.   

For many of the young people this was the first time they had been involved in a legal 
urban art project. From the out-set young people spoke of feeling included, listened to 
and trusted. They also said they thoroughly enjoyed being given the freedom to create 
their own pieces of art. 

In acknowledgment of the young people 
who contributed to the mural, a dedicated 
wall with the name of each young person 
who was involved (irrespective of how 
much or how little they contributed) 
formed part of the mural. The young 
people also received certificates, 
acknowledging their work and thanking 
them for their involvement.   

An article on the urban art project 
featured in a local newspaper and 
included the following quote from a 14 
year old boy:    

“Quite a few of my ideas were put into the design.  The grid work and the scaling were 
very complicated but it helped me learn more about art.  Its great knowing it will be 
there forever and I’m incorporating a piece of myself into Armadale’s history.” 

Overall, the feedback from children and young people about the centre has been very 
positive. They like the murals in the family rooms and playrooms and the urban art 
mural attracts great comments from children, young people, parents and community 
members. 

 

 

All participants were acknowledged 
Photo supplied: Parkerville Children & Youth Care 

Parky the dragon supports and guides children, and helps them on a journey of recovery from hurt 
and harm 
Photo supplied: Parkerville Children & Youth Care 


