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Regional Visit Report  

Donnybrook, Bunbury and Busselton 
 
21 – 22 June 2016 

Facts about children and young people in Donnybrook 
and Busselton  

Donnybrook Balingup 

• The Shire of Donnybrook Balingup represents 4.5 per cent of the total south-
west population and it is the eighth fastest-growing local government in 
Western Australia. 

• It has a total resident population of 5,100 people, which has increased by 11.4 
per cent in the past decade. 

• There are three main town sites within the shire: Kirup, Balingup and 
Donnybrook, which is the largest with a population of about 2,600 people. 

• Donnybrook District High School caters for around 500 students drawn from 
the town and the broader reaches of the shire. It caters for years 7 to 10. 

Bunbury 

• The population of children and young people in Bunbury and surrounding 
areas as at the 2011 Census was estimated as 17,112.1  

By age groups: 
0 to 8 year-olds:  8,504 
9 to 14 year-olds:  5,693 
15 to 17 year-olds:  2,915 

• As at the 2011 Census, there were 814 Aboriginal children and young people 
up to 19 years old living in Bunbury, representing 4.3 per cent of the total 0 to 
19 year-old population of 18,789.2 

1 ABS Community Profile, Bunbury SUA 
2 ABS Community Profile, Bunbury SUA 

 

                                        



• The birth rate in Bunbury has decreased slightly between 2009 (416 births, 
fertility rate 2.08) and 2014 (480 births, fertility rate 1.97).3 

Busselton 

• The population of children and young people in the Locality of Busselton as at 
the 2011 Census was 5,487.4 

By age groups: 
0 to 8 year-olds:  2,652 
9 to 14 year-olds:  1,883 
15 to 17 year-olds:  952 

• As at the 2011 Census, there were 232 Aboriginal children and young people 
up to 19 years old in Busselton, representing 3.9 per cent of the 0 to 19 year-
old population of 5,935.5 

• The birth rate in Busselton is decreasing slightly. In 2009 there were 391 
births at a fertility rate of 2.46 and in 2014, 398 births at a rate of 2.11.6 

Who did the Commissioner meet? 

The Commissioner: 

• Visited Donnybrook District High School, meeting with associate principal Jeff 
Brown and the student leadership team. 

• Met with Shire of Donnybrook Balingup chief executive officer John Attwood, 
shire president Angelo Logiudice and community development officer Deb 
Vanallen. 

• Attended a meeting at Carey Park Child and Parent Centre with Investing in our 
Youth chief executive officer Carmen Gregg, Carey Park Primary School principal 
Peter Rigden and Centre staff. 

• Visited headspace Bunbury, meeting with manager Nicky Smith and Janalie 
Nelson, senior manager family mental health services for Relationships Australia. 

• Met with magistrates Dianne Scaddan and Brian Mahon in Bunbury. 

• Visited Busselton Senior High School, meeting with principal Dainon Couzic and 
students. 

3 ABS Births 2014 
4 ABS Community Profile, Busselton Urban Centre/Locality 
5 ABS Community Profile, Busselton Urban Centre/Locality 
6 ABS Births 2014 

 

                                        



• Attended a meeting at South West Counselling Inc. led by chief executive officer 
Karen Sommerville. 

• Attended a meeting of youth and children’s service providers, with 
representatives from the City of Busselton, South West Community Alcohol & 
Drug Service (St John of God Bunbury Hospital), Busselton Senior High School, 
SDERA, Busselton Family Centre, Youth Care, JSW Training & Community 
Services, Department of Education, Department of Training and Workforce 
Development and Undalup Association. 

• Met with City of Busselton chief executive officer Mike Archer, manager 
community services Maxine Palmer and youth development officer Angela 
Griffin. 

What the Commissioner heard from service providers  
 
Early years 

• There is significant demand for support services for young children and their 
parents. Programs run by the Carey Park Child and Parent Centre are usually 
fully booked with 18-20 families participating in each class. There are waiting 
lists for all programs. 

• This demand is being fuelled by continuing population growth in the region 
and another Child and Parent Centre is required. 

• There is a significant and growing CALD community in the Bunbury/Busselton 
area. Some children use English as a second language and the Child and 
Parent Centre supports language development of these children. 

• Parenting programs, such as Tuning Into Kids, are in demand and provide 
important support and guidance to parents. 

• The Child and Parent Centre model has a flexible funding arrangement that 
enables the development of a staff structure and curriculum to meet local 
needs. Activities include music, gardening, Lego and library, which are all 
designed to develop specific skills. 

• Some families are transient and this affects the ability of agencies to provide 
continuity of services. 

• The co-location of services is essential to ensure any health or developmental 
issues are identified and addressed early.  

• A positive, unexpected outcome of the Child and Parent Centre is the 
participation of some parents in a volunteer role, as well as parents 
establishing social connections and networks through the centre. 

 
Mental health 

• The majority of mental health services for children and young people are at 
capacity following a period of increasing demand and limited increases in 

 



funding or capacity. There can be a four to eight-week wait for young people 
to access a mental health service. 

• Anxiety and depression are the most common issues affecting young people. 
Some of the contributing factors include bullying, family break-up, drug and 
alcohol abuse in families, and couch-surfing/homelessness. 

• Local knowledge and understanding is important in services being able to 
meet the mental health needs of children, young people and parents.  

• Some CALD young people can experience barriers to accessing health and 
mental health services, especially if they do not have access to the Medicare 
system. 

• There appeared to be an increase in demand for services at the start of 2016 
resulting from Year 7s transitioning to high school. 

• There are good drug and alcohol programs being run in the school and 
community, but despite this some young people consume alcohol and 
cannabis. Methamphetamine is a growing issue in the community but not 
largely used by many young people – this drug is more often used by adults 
and is increasing family dysfunction. 

• There is significant uncertainty concerning long-term funding of services, and 
existing funding models can be very complex. This creates a high 
administrative burden that reduces the capacity of the service provider to 
work with children and young people. 

• Parenting programs, such as Tuning Into Teens, are in significant demand but 
the capacity of services to deliver these programs is reducing with cuts in 
funding. These programs are crucial to help parents deal with the pressures 
young people face, set reasonable and constructive boundaries, and role 
model healthy practices. 

 
Education, employment and training 

• Despite the strengths of the local economy in the areas of hospitality, retail 
and tourism, there is a lack of TAFE and other courses in these areas for 
young people. 

• Students can disengage from school from an early age (Year 7 or earlier) and 
alternative programs are in demand to meet their varying and sometimes 
complex needs, including Certificate I, II and III programs and mentoring.  

• The barriers some young people face to completing their supervised driving 
hours (as a learner driver) can delay them from getting their licence and 
accessing education and employment opportunities.  

• Housing can be expensive for young people without family support. There is a 
lack of crisis or hostel accommodation, which leads to homelessness. Financial 
independence is difficult to achieve for some with changes to study allowance 
and the tendency of some businesses to cut the hours of young workers once 
they reach 18 years and their hourly rate increases. 

 



What the Commissioner heard from children and young 
people  

Donnybrook  

Children and young people who met with the Commissioner were positive about life 
in Donnybrook. Particular highlights were: 

• Peaceful lifestyle, close-knit community. 
• Close to other small towns, activities with others / close connections. 
• Some sport – golf, football, netball, runners club. 
• The recreation centre is good and is used a lot. 
• Movie nights at the outdoor amphitheatre. 
• The variety of small shops, such as music shops and other places where they 

can meet. 

The children and young people also identified some problems and had ideas on how 
to improve the Donnybrook area:  

• A greater diversity of activities for girls. 
• Some graffiti is appearing in town – they do not know why or how this is 

occurring. 
• More bus services such as the $7 Runaway bus from Manjimup to 

Busselton/Smith’s Beach, which runs only during the summer holidays. It 
would be good to have the train service back. 

• Lack of high-quality internet access in some areas. 
• A local counsellor for kids to talk to would be good because some are shy and 

do not talk about what bothers them. There is a school counsellor but the 
position is part-time and permissions are needed. 

• A motocross track. 
• The local rodeo was a good community event but does not occur any more. 
• More community gatherings would be good – simple things like sharing food 

and information. 

Busselton 

Young people in Busselton recognised many positives in their community such as: 

• the large skate park that is located near the beach and is a good place to 
meet and socialise  

• the weather, cleanliness and general friendliness of the community 
• community amenities such as the beach and the Busselton jetty  
• the number of sport activities available to children and young people. 

 
 

 



Some of the things young people would like to see improve included: 

• increased understanding of mental health issues that some young people 
experience and support and services that are easier to access 

• support to find employment  
• a greater variety of places for young people to socialise (a youth centre is 

being built by the Council near the skate park) 
• cheaper and more regular transport 
• help with housing. 

 

Commissioner’s comments 

My visits to regional communities are always informative and inspirational because I 
get the opportunity to meet children and young people and service providers who 
are enthusiastic and committed to making their communities better places to live and 
work in.  

On this visit I was particularly impressed with the constructive views of the children 
and young people I met with, as well as the dedication of educators, local 
government staff and the many service providers. 

I also welcomed the opportunity to hear, first-hand, the many challenges that 
communities face and the issues that are of concern to children, young people and 
their families. 

The young people I met during this visit spoke positively about their communities, 
recognising the natural beauty, cleanliness and close-knit feel that living in the south 
west provides. They had some great ideas about how to improve their communities 
and it is important that communities continually explore ways in which children and 
young people can have a voice in their communities and guide decision making. 

There is a broad range of programs for children and young people available across 
these communities, but in many cases individual programs are at capacity and 
struggling to attract long-term and sustainable funding, a side-effect of the 
significant growth the region has experienced. Local service providers are working 
hard to provide the more vulnerable children and young people opportunities to 
remain engaged in school, develop their skills and transition to employment. The 
retail, tourism and hospitality sectors are prominent in the area yet there does not 
appear to be a strong strategic approach to supporting local young people to gain 
employment in these areas. 

The pressures some children and young people experience, including dysfunction in 
families, were often raised with me and this is contributing to anxiety, depression 
and other mental health problems for some young people. Innovation and a strong 

 



emphasis on prevention strategies will be required to provide children and young 
people with the mental health support they need into the future. 

I thank everyone who took time to meet with me and discuss local children and 
young people’s wellbeing. These discussions are very important in my office’s work 
and my ability to accurately inform government and the community about what we 
need to do to strengthen children and young people’s wellbeing. 

Colin Pettit 
Commissioner for Children and Young People WA  
 

 

 The Commissioner with students from Donnybrook District High School. 

    

The Commissioner at Carey Park 
Child and Parent Centre with (L to 
R) Carey Park Primary School 
principal Peter Rigden, Centre 
coordinators Pam Macnish and Deb 
Woods, and  Investing in our Youth 
chief executive officer Carmen 
Gregg. 

 

The Commissioner with some attendees of 
the Busselton service providers meeting.   
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