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Policy Position Priorities



The Commissioner for Children and Young People proudly acknowledges and pays respect to
the Traditional Custodians of the lands across Western Australia and acknowledges the
Whadjuk people of the Noongar nation upon whose lands the Commissioner’s office is located.

She recognises the continuing connection to culture, lands, skies and waters, families and
communities of all Aboriginal peoples. The Commissioner and her team also pay their respects
to Elders, past and present and emerging leaders. The Commissioner and her team recognise
the knowledge, insights and capabilities of Aboriginal people, and pay respect to Aboriginal
ways of knowing, being and doing.

For the purposes of this report, the term ‘Aboriginal’ encompasses Western Australia’s diverse
language groups and recognises Torres Strait Islanders who live in Western Australia. The use
of the term ‘Aboriginal’ in this way is not intended to imply equivalence between Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander cultures, although similarities do exist.

Jacqueline McGowan-Jones is the Commissioner for Children and Young People in Western
Australia (WA). She has an important statutory role to monitor and review written laws, draft
laws, policies, practices, and services affecting the wellbeing of children and young people
under eighteen. The Commissioner has a duty to regularly consult with children and young
people about issues that affect them and to promote the participation of children and young
people in the making of decisions that affect their lives. She also has responsibility to
encourage government and non-government agencies to seek the participation of children and
young people in their work.

More information about the Commissioner and the work of her office is available from:
ccyp.wa.gov.au.

Commissioner for Children and Young People WA 2025, ‘Policy Position Priorities: Youth
Justice’, Commissioner for Children and Young People WA, Perth.

This priority paper covers issues that may be distressing for some readers.
Please read with care.
If any of the topics discussed raise issues for you, you may wish to contact:

. Lifeline: 13 11 14

. 13YARN: 139276

Kids Helpline: 1800 551 800

Butterfly Foundation National Eating Disorders Helpline: 1800 33 4673
QLife: 1800 184 527
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